2/4/2021 Chapter 145 - Absentee Voting

Sec. 9-148. Counting of absentee ballots; training of counters, The appointment of absentee ballot counters shall
be made by the registrars of voters. The presiding officer for the purpose of declaring the result of the vote of the
whole municipality is the moderator. Each person appointed to count absentee ballots shall participate in a
training session at which the registrars of voters, absentee ballot moderator or moderator of the polling place, as
the case may be, shall review and study the absentee counter's manual provided by the Secretary of the State
under section 9-150a. Each elector so appointed shall be sworn to carry out faithfully the duties of his office and
not to attempt to ascertain the manner in which any absentee elector has marked his absentee ballot. The
registrars of voters shall ascertain the voting district in which each absentee elector is registered and shall
apportion the envelopes according to voting districts among the appointed groups of electors, if there is more
than one such group, in such manner that each group can conveniently count the votes apportioned to it.
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Sec. 9-147c. Appointment of absentee ballot counters, central counting moderator and alternate moderator.
Count not to be disclosed prior to close of polls. Each registrar of voters shall appoint one or more electors of the
town, known to be persons of integrity, to count all absentee ballots. No spouse, parent, grandparent, child or
sibling of a candidate may be appointed to count absentee ballots on which the name of such candidate appears.
Unless absentee ballots are to be counted in the respective polling places pursuant to subsection (b) of section 9-
147a, the registrars shall also jointly appoint a central counting moderator and alternate moderator pursuant to
the requirements of section 9-229. No person shall print, publish, announce, or otherwise make known such
count prior to the time for the closing of the polls.
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Sec. 9-147a. Central counting of absentee ballots; designation of location by registrars of voters. Exception for
counting in respective polling places. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, at any election,
primary or referendum, all absentee ballots shall, within existing resources, be counted at a central location
designated by the registrars of voters in writing to the municipal clerk at least twenty days before the election,
primary or referendum, which location shall be published in the warning for the election, primary or referendum.
Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, if unaffiliated electors are authorized under section 9-431 to
vote in the primary of either of two parties, all absentee ballots shall be separated, counted, tallied and placed in
depository envelopes by voting district. Any member of the public may observe the counting of absentee ballots
at such central location.

(b) At any election, primary or referendum, all absentee ballats may be counted in the respective polling places
if the registrars of voters agree that such absentee ballots should be so counted. If unaffiliated electors are
authorized under section 9-431 to vote in the primary of either of two parties, absentee ballots may be counted in
the respective polling places if the parties agree that such absentee ballots should be so counted. Any election
official serving in a polling place may observe the counting of absentee ballots at such polling place.



